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For some time i t was generally held by American s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s t h a t i n 
the u n i t ed States the f a m i l y was normally the s i n g l e most Important agency of 
p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n where c h i l d r e n are concerned and t h a t many p o l i t i c a l 
a t t i t u d e s and values tended t o be t r a n s m i t t e d .from one generation to another v i a 
the medium of the f a m i l y . 1 Recent research has expanded and r e f i n e d our know­
ledge i n p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n and has questioned the yiew of f a m i l y i n f l u e n c e 
as e i t h e r too s i m p l i s t i c or misleading an explanation of the c a u s a l i t y i nvolved.^ 
Despite such reassessments, however, the weight of the c u r r e n t l y a v a i l a b l e evidence 
s t i l l favors the view t h a t i n the United States the f a m i l y , i f not predominant, 
i s s t i l l regarded as one of the more important agencies of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n 
and t h a t t h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e w i t h respect to such seminal t r a i t s as party 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n on the p a r t of the c h i l d . 

Given a somewhat s h i f t i n g p o i n t of view i n t h i s respect on the l o c a l scene, 
i t i s of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t and importance t o look abroad a t the r e s u l t s of 
research r e l a t i n g to the process of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n other modern 
p o l i t i c a l systems to see i f they confirm or d i s a f f i r m our c u r r e n t hypotheses. 
The present a r t i c l e represents a p r e l i m i n a r y and somewhat t e n t a t i v e e f f o r t t o 
do so w i t h respect t o contemporary Japanese experience i n t h i s f i e l d . 

P o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n has not been a popular subject of study among 
Japanese s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s . The r e l e v a n t l i t e r a t u r e i s scant and tends to be 
ephemeral and semi-popular i n q u a l i t y . I f there has been any s i n g l e focus 
t h a t stands out, i t has probably been on s h i f t s that are al l e g e d to have been 
t a k i n g place i n the e l e c t o r a l behavior of young voters and the probable e f f e c t s 
of these on the f u t u r e of p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . A l s o , since the survey 
approach i s expensive and s t i l l l i t t l e used by Japanese s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s , the 
e v i d e n t i a l basis f o r those viewpoints t h a t have been expressed i s apt t o be 
i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c and episodic. 

Despite such shortcomings there has grown up on the basis of both: indigenous 
and f o r e i g n commentary a s o r t of l o r e about the process of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n 
i n Japan. I t i s notable t h a t t h i s does not u s u a l l y correspond to the popular 
stereotypes of Japan widely hel d abroad. Many might be tempted to see i n modern 
Japan a soc i e t y where the c e n t r a l i t y of the f a m i l y f s r o l e i s h i s t o r i c a l l y r e i n f o r c e d 
by c e n t u r i e s of Confucian t r a d i t i o n , and, u n t i l r e c e n t l y , by the mythology of a 
fa m i l y - c e n t e r e d s t a t e and the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l circumstances of a preponderantly 
a g r a r i a n c u l t u r e as w e l l . The ready conclusion would be t h a t the r o l e of the 
f a m i l y as an agent of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i s , i f anything, more dominant and 
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s a l i e n t than i n a more atomized American s o c i e t y . 

While c o n t i n u i t y i n t h i s sense i s an important a t t r i b u t e of Japanese c u l t u r e 
i t i s , however, possi b l e to view the s o c i e t y from another p e r s p e c t i v e — t h a t of 
change. This leads t o the perception t h a t since the M e i j i Restoration of 1868 
Japan has been more or less constantly i n v o l v e d i n a process o f society-wide 
change t h a t has c e r t a i n l y been r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n e f f e c t i f not i n format. Defeat i n 
the Second World War and i t s aftermath, the A l l i e d Occupation, w i t h i t s attempts t o 
remake the soci e t y along more democratic and western l i n e s , i s simply the l a t e s t 
i n a series of wrenching episodes t h a t s t r e t c h back f o r a t l e a s t a hundred years. 
Seen from t h i s viewpoint r a p i d and d i s t u r b i n g changes I n the economic, s o c i a l , and 
p o l i t i c a l spheres have been more or less normal i n modern Japan. They have, i n ­
e v i t a b l y , exacted a p r i c e i n terms of i n t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l harmony. Older genera­
t i o n s i n Japan have been complaining f o r a century about a l a c k of rapport 
w i t h and' Influence over t h e i r c h i l d r e n . The term "generation-gap" was widely 
used i n Japan long before i t became popular i n the United States.^ I t i s t h i s 
aspect of the so c i e t y on which students of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n have elected to 
concentrate w i t h the r e s u l t t h a t the i n f l u e n c e of the f a m i l y as an agent of 
p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n tends normally to be discounted.^ 

Contemporary Japanese c u l t u r e a f f o r d s , however, t h e o r e t i c a l grounds f o r l o o k i n g 
at the process of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n two q u i t e d i f f e r e n t — i n d e e d , almost 
p o l a r i z e d — w a y s : one of which emphasizes c o n t i n u i t y and the primacy of the family 
as a s o c i a l i z i n g agent, w h i l e the other focuses on change, d i s c o n t i n u i t y , and the 
s a l i e n c e of such n o n - f a m i l i a l agencies of s o c i a l i z a t i o n as peer groups, l i f e 
c y c l e e f f e c t s , education, and the mass media. Neither hypothesis need completely 
exclude the other; overlays and s e c t o r a l d i f f e r e n c e s i n c a u s a l i t y are possible. 
Despite t h i s , the r e s u l t a n t c o n f r o n t a t i o n i s challenging i n t h e o r e t i c a l terms and 
of obvious comparative importance i n the attempts of s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s to com­
prehend the process of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n modern s o c i e t i e s i n general. 
The issues involved are complex and anything approximating a s a t i s f a c t o r y s o l u t i o n 
w i l l r e q u i r e I n v e s t i g a t i o n i n depth and over a s u b s t a n t i a l p e r i o d of time. A l l 
t h a t the present paper hopes to do i s to p r o v i d e — i n a n a t i o n a l case marked so 
f a r by a paucity of "hard" d a t a — a few leads and guidelines derived from a n a t i o n a l 
p u b l i c opinion survey t h a t the authors r e c e n t l y conducted i n Japan. 

Our data are based on a l a r g e r study t h a t we conducted i n connection w i t h the 
general e l e c t i o n of members of the lower house of Japan's N a t i o n a l Diet or P a r l i a ­
ment h e l d on January 29, 1967. Three surveys were i n v o l v e d , two mass and one 
e l i t e . The two mass surveys were conducted j u s t before and j u s t a f t e r the 
e l e c t i o n . They were based on a s i n g l e s t r a t i f i e d n a t i o n a l p r o b a b i l i t y sample 
(N = 2,371 i n d i v i d u a l s ) of the Japanese p o p u l a t i o n aged f i f t e e n and above, drawn 
from 50 of the 123 e l e c t i o n d i s t r i c t s t h a t returned candidates t o the lower house. 
The e l i t e survey was c a r r i e d out a f t e r the e l e c t i o n and in v o l v e d a sample of 315 
candidates running f o r parliamentary o f f i c e from the same f i f t y e l e c t i o n d i s t r i c t s . 
The response r a t e on the p r e - e l e c t i o n mass survey was 81%, t h a t on the p o s t - e l e c t i o n 
mass survey 76%, w h i l e the f i g u r e f o r the e l i t e survey reached 90%. 

The data r e l a t i n g t o p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n c o n s t i t u t e s but a small p o r t i o n 
of the product of the two mass surveys. We were also i n t e r e s t e d i n p o l i t i c a l 
a t t i t u d e s and v o t i n g behavior i n general, e s p e c i a l l y as they d i s p l a y generational 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , and i n a v a r i e t y of matters r e l a t i n g t o p o l i t i c a l r epresentation. 
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For the present paper we are, t h e r e f o r e , excerpting from a much l a r g e r and 
s t i l l incompletely analyzed body of m a t e r i a l our f i n d i n g s w i t h respect to 
p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n . 

The f i n d i n g s are based p r i m a r i l y on a sample of 177 chi l d - p a r e n t p a i r s 
i n c l u d e d w i t h i n the sample. They are augmented where appropriate by i n ­
f o r m a t i o n from the t o t a l sample. Several other c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the data 
r e q u i r e explanation. F i r s t , although they are derived from a nationwide sample so 
t h a t t h e i r means are unbiased estimates of t r u e n a t i o n a l means, i t should be 
c l e a r t h a t the sampling e r r o r s i n v o l v e d are q u i t e l a r g e i n comparison w i t h those 
of a standard n a t i o n a l cross-section sample of 1,500 or more respondents. Second, 
the sampling e r r o r s of age-related v a r i a b l e s are considerably reduced since 
age was one of the v a r i a b l e s about which our sample was s t r a t i f i e d . This should 
increase the potency of the data i n analyzing problems r e l a t e d t o generational 
c o n t i n u i t y or d i s c o n t i n u i t y . F i n a l l y , the sample was s p e c i f i c a l l y designed w i t h 
a view toward maximizing the q u a l i t y of our measurements of family: i n f l u e n c e . 
We attempted to do t h i s by s e l e c t i n g our c h i l d - p a r e n t p a i r s from the same 
f a m i l y . This was done by f i r s t drawing a sample of a d u l t s ; i . e . , twenty years of 
age and above (who were also e l e c t o r s ; twenty i s the l e g a l v o t i n g age i n Japan) 
and by examining i f they had c h i l d r e n aged f i f t e e n through nineteen. I f they d i d , 
we then drew a sample of those i n t h i s age bracket on a p r o b a b i l i t y basis. The 
c h i e f purpose of t h i s was to enable us to measure f a m i l y i n f l u e n c e on the basis 
of b o t h d i r e c t or observed data and i n d i r e c t or perceived data; both c h i l d r e n and 
parents could be questioned d i r e c t l y about t h e i r own a t t i t u d e s and behavior as 
w e l l as about t h e i r perceptions of the other's views and actions. The r e s u l t s 
of t h e two approaches are by no means I d e n t i c a l . 

There are obvious l i m i t a t i o n s to the methodology of t h i s s o r t of i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n . I t i s f o r t h i s reason t h a t we r e f e r r e d to the study e a r l i e r as p r e l i m i n a r y 
and t e n t a t i v e . We do hope, however, t h a t i n a f i e l d marked l a r g e l y by specu­
l a t i o n , these f i n d i n g s may serve t o suggest approaches and hypotheses f o r f u r t h e r 
f i e l d i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Much of the argumentation f o r the popular thesis t h a t the fa m i l y i s not a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y e f f e c t i v e agency of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n contemporary Japan 
derives from r a t h e r g e n e r a l l y h e l d b e l i e f s about the generation gap. This i s 
viewed as being widespread and basic. One conclusion i s t h a t one must look 
p r i m a r i l y t o agencies of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n other than the fa m i l y to ex­
p l a i n the consequent d i f f e r e n c e s i n gen e r a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s and behavior. There i s 
a good deal of evidence t h a t seems to argue i n favor of such a conclusion. 

Some of the most s t r i k i n g evidence of t h i s s o r t I s provided by the way i n 
which p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i n Japan v a r i e s w i t h age. The common claim i s that 
younger generations tend t o be more "progressive" (shimpoteki) and ol d e r 
generations "conservative" (hoshuteki) i n t h e i r p a rty i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . The 
p r i n c i p a l objects of the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s involved are u s u a l l y the Japan S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t y (JSP) f o r the progressives and the L i b e r a l Democratic Party (LDP) f o r the 
conservatives. I g n o r i n g the semantic appropriateness of the l a b e l s , our data 
set f o r t h i n Figure 1 support such a view subject to the q u a l i f i c a t i o n t h a t t h i s 
should not be taken t o mean t h a t most younger voters are "progressive" i n t h e i r 
p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . I t I s simply t h a t they are more apt to dis p l a y such a 
tendency than t h e i r seniors.6 i t i s obvious, however, t h a t age i s p o s i t i v e l y 



c o r r e l a t e d w i t h i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h Japan's major conservative p a r t y , the LDP, 
and n e g a t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the l a r g e s t s o c i a l i s t p a r t y , 
the JSP. The tendency i s p a r t i c u l a r l y marked from the l a t e t h i r t i e s . 

(Figure 1 about here) 

Data of t h i s s o r t suggest t h a t i n many Japanese households there i s v i r t u a l l y 
no transmission of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n from one generation to another. 

Once one has begun; along l i n e s such as t h i s to discount the r o l e of the 
f a m i l y as a s o c i a l i z i n g agent, reference to a l t e r n a t i v e and p u t a t i v e l y more 
e f f e c t i v e agents lends added support. There i s no doubt t h a t i n Japan as i n 
oth e r modern s o c i e t i e s the s o c i a l i z i n g i n f l u e n c e of peer groups, the educational 
system, and the mass media I s a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r . Most of these seem t o 
d i s p l a y a f a i r l y marked bias toward "progressive" a t t i t u d e s and values and thus 
may be viewed as r e i n f o r c i n g the hypothesis t h a t Japanese youth are moving away 
from the p o l i t i c a l views of t h e i r parents. 

These are what might be termed micro-forces a f f e c t i n g the process" of 
p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n . Beyond these l i e s an array of macro-forces which may also 
p l a y a determining r o l e . They consist of the e n t i r e spectrum of s o c i a l , economic, 
and p o l i t i c a l changes t h a t have cumulated over the l a s t century. The record 
i s an impressive one. No n a t i o n s t a r t i n g from a non-western base has ever achieved 
the modern c o n d i t i o n i n so s h o r t a p e r i o d of time as Japan. The process o f change 
i n v o l v e d has been massive, continuous and, f o r many, deeply d i s t u r b i n g . Many 
of t he most seminal innovations have taken place since the end of the Second 
World War and thus have had a d i r e c t e f f e c t upon today's youth and t h e i r parents. 

The educational system has been fundamentally r e v i s e d along more i n d i v i d u a l ­
i s t i c and democratic l i n e s . There has been a sweeping reform i n the ownership 
of a g r i c u l t u r a l land t h a t has reduced the t r a d i t i o n a l l y high r a t e of r u r a l tenancy 
to a nominal f i g u r e and v a s t l y improved the circumstances of the remaining tenants. 
The u n i o n i z a t i o n and p o l i t i c i z a t i o n of labor has become normal r a t h e r than ex­
c e p t i o n a l . The n a t i o n a l economy has expanded and advanced i n every d i r e c t i o n and, 
from postwar circumstnaces characterized by devastation and st a g n a t i o n , has recently 
become the t h i r d most potent and productive i n the wo r l d surpassing West Germany 
and Great B r i t a i n . As a consequence standards of l i v i n g and l e v e l s of expectation 
have increased enormously, f o r almost the e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n over prewar highs- and 
the people of Japan have f o r the f i r s t time been brought face to face w i t h that 
p e c u l i a r problem of advanced i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t i e s — w h a t they c a l l the r e j a 
( l e i s u r e ) boom, or the problem of how to deal w i t h unprecedented amounts of free 
time i n an a f f l u e n t s o c i e t y . Communication and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n systems have changed 
a c c o r d i n i n g l y and any e f f e c t i v e degree of s o c i a l or geographical i s o l a t i o n has 
become an a r t i f a c t of the past. P o l i t i c a l l y the country has been s h i f t e d from 
the b a s i c a l l y o l i g a r c h i c and a u t h o r i t a r i a n s t r u c t u r e of the M e i j i C o n s t i t u t i o n 
t o the remarkably - f r e e , open, and democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s of the C o n s t i t u t i o n 
of 1947. 

This i s an impressive record of change f o r a t w e n t y - f i v e year period i n the 
h i s t o r y of any country and, given the contrasts between pre- and post-war 
c o n d i t i o n s and the widely v a r i a n t experiences of the d i f f e r e n t age cohorts involved, 
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Figure 1. Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n and Age 
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c e r t a i n l y a set of circumstances c a l c u l a t e d t o maximize a l l possible aspects 
of t h e generation gap and accordingly reduce the conservative i n f l u e n c e of 
the f a m i l y as a s o c i a l i z i n g agency. 

One can muster i n t h i s manner a number of arguments to demonstrate that i n 
Japan macro-forces have been combining w i t h micro-forces to enhance the 
generation gap and diminish f a m i l i a l i n f l u e n c e . Some might be tempted to 
go beyond t h i s and claim t h a t such a circumstance i s normal f o r r a p i d l y 
modernizing or changing s o c i e t i e s . 7 The t h e s i s i s a t t r a c t i v e , but i t i s not 
w i t h o u t d i f f i c u l t i e s . One such d i f f i c u l t y derives from the f a c t t h a t a r a p i d 
r a t e o f change at the macro-level does not n e c e s s a r i l y lead to a comparable 
r a t e of change at the m i c r o - l e v e l , e s p e c i a l l y where i n d i v i d u a l a t t i t u d e s and 
behavior are concerned. While there i s probably a long-run tendency f o r the two 
to converge, i n the short run a t t i t u d e s and behavior are apt to remain much more 
s t a b l e than one would expect given the scope of macro-changes i n the environ­
ment. I n Japan, f o r example, the d i s t r i b u t i o n of p a r t i s a n support and the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of p o l i t i c a l power have remained remarkably s t a b l e over the 
postwar period. There have been no changes at t h i s l e v e l t h a t correspond 
i n s c a l e or importance to the t r u l y remarkable changes noted e a r l i e r i n the 
economy or s o c i e t y at l a r g e . 

I f such a discrepancy e x i s t s between...the t h r u s t of s o c i a l i z i n g forces operating 
at t h e s o c i e t a l macro-level and a c t u a l patterns of a t t i t u d e s and behavior at the 
I n d i v i d u a l l e v e l , i t , of course suggests the a c t i o n of i n t e r v e n i n g causes and 
thus r e d i r e c t s our a t t e n t i o n t o forces operating at the micro -
l e v e l , a n d i n the present case, s p e c i f i c a l l y t o the f a m i l y . The s o c i a l i z i n g 
i n f l u e n c e of the f a m i l y tends to be profound and tends to be conservative. I t 
normally attempts to t r a n s m i t - t o the next generation i t s own values and standards 
of t h e moment. I t i s f o r t h i s reason t h a t s t a t e s dedicated to programs of 
d r a s t i c and r a p i d s o c i a l change, such as the People's Republic of China, have 
so o f t e n found i t necessary to t r y to a l t e r the s t r u c t u r e and i n f l u e n c e of 
the f a m i l y . Beyond t h i s , however, there are a t l e a s t two other reasons f o r 

emphasizing the importance of the f a m i l y as an agent of s o c i a l i z a t i o n . One i s 
t i m i n g and the other magnitude of exposure.10 Greenstein and others claim that 
the e a r l i e r the exposure to given a t t i t u d e s and values, the greater t h e i r impact. H 
Although there may be more than a s i n g l e phase to e a r l y p o l i t i c a l l e a r n i n g and 
the processes involved may be even more complicated than we now r e a l i z e , there 
i s no question t h a t the f a m i l y normally plays a dominant r o l e i n the c h i l d ' s 
e a r l y l i f e . 1 2 

Sheer magnitude of exposure i s another reason. For reasons of- p h y s i c a l 
p r o x i m i t y alone, c h i l d r e n are u s u a l l y most i n t e n s i v e l y and comprehensively 
exposed t o the f a m i l i e s i n t o which they are born.13 This degree of exposure 
seems w e l l c a l c u l a t e d to a f f e c t at l e a s t the c h i l d ' s e a r l i e r p o l i t i c a l perceptions 
and a t t i t u d e s . As the c h i l d grows o l d e r , of course, t h i s m o n o l i t h i c i n f l u e n c e 
of t h e f a m i l y i s p r o g r e s s i v e l y d i l u t e d by competing agencies such as peer 
groups, schools, the mass media, work groups, e t c . , and these tend to become 
r e l a t i v e l y more s a l i e n t sources of s o c i a l i z i n g pressures. 

I f we then juxtapose i n the Japanese case the two l e v e l s of s o c i a l i z i n g 
i n f l u e n c e s t h a t we have been d i s c u s s i n g — t h e macro-level and the m i c r o - l e v e l — 
an i n t e r e s t i n g s i t u a t i o n r e s u l t s . . Approaching the problem of p o l i t i c a l 
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s o c i a l i z a t i o n from the macro-level, we should be i n c l i n e d t o hypothesize 
t h a t the changes i n v o l v e d have been severely r e s t r i c t i v e of the effectiveness 
of parents as agents of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n . Viewing i t from the micro-
l e v e l , however, we f i n d reasons to a f f i r m the existence of an appreciable 
degree of p a r e n t a l i n f l u e n c e over the s o c i a l i z a t i o n process. Recognizing 
t h a t there i s probably -some v a l i d i t y t o both approaches leads us to speculate 
t h a t the macro- and the micro-forces ^probably i n t e r a c t on i n d i v i d u a l s and 
to some extent cancel each other out. This i n t u r n leads t o the f u r t h e r 
s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t one w i l l I n f a c t be able t o detect f a m i l y i n f l u e n c e on 
the p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n process but t h a t t h i s w i l l be moderate i n degree. 
What do the survey data show i n t h i s respect? 

I I 

The f i n d i n g s of both the f i r s t and the second wave of the mass survey 
c l e a r l y confirm the existence of a moderate degree of correspondence be­
tween parent's p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and t h a t of t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Table 1, 
r e f l e c t i n g the r e s u l t s of the f i r s t or p r e - e l e c t i o n wave of the survey, 
shows a tau-beta c o r r e l a t i o n of .39. Table 2, r e f l e c t i n g the r e s u l t s of 
the second or p o s t - e l e c t i o n wave, shows a tau-beta c o r r e l a t i o n of .38. 
These r u l e out e i t h e r extremely strong r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the two v a r i a b l e s 
or, a t the other extreme, a s i g n i f i c a n t degree of independence of one v a r i a ­
ble" from the other, and lead one back to the middle-ground hypothesis t h a t 

(Tables 1 and 2 about here) 

t h e r e i s a moderate degree of o v e r a l l a s s o c i a t i o n between the v a r i a b l e s 
under examination. I n other words the data f u r n i s h some ba s i s f o r b e l i e f 
t h a t a c h i l d ' s party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n may t o some extent be r e l a t e d t o t h a t 
of h i s parents and t h a t party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s i n a s i g n i f i c a n t number of 
cases t r a n s m i t t e d from parents t o c h i l d r e n i n Japanese households. 

Two f u r t h e r f a c t o r s add to the p r o b a b i l i t y of- t h i s hypothesis. F i r s t , 
t h e r e i s very l i t t l e change i n the c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t from one wave of the 
survey to the other. Given a h i g h l y v i s i b l e and strenuously competitive 
n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l campaign, i t i s to be expected that some changes i n p a r t i ­
san a t t i t u d e s and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s w i l l take place over the campaign period. 
I n s o f a r , however, as the c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t involved r e f l e c t s an 
e f f e c t i v e process of generational transmission of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , one 
would expect the c o e f f i c i e n t to remain reasonably s t a b l e when measured 
at two such i n t e r v a l s . This i s the present case. The d i f f e r e n c e between 
the two scores i s remarkably small. 

Second, when respondents below v o t i n g age (from f i f t e e n through nineteen) 
were queried as to t h e i r memory of the pa r t y w i t h which they had f i r s t 
i d e n t i f i e d as c h i l d r e n ( r a t h e r than t h e i r current party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s ) 
and the answers were c o r r e l a t e d w i t h t h e i r parent's party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s , 
we obtained tau-beta scores of .45 f o r the f i r s t wave and .48 f o r the 
second wave.14 While s i m i l a r t o the c o e f f i c i e n t s i n Tables 1 and 2 they are, 
of .course, somewhat higher. This may, of course, be due i n p a r t to d i s t o r t i o n 



Table 1. Chi l d Parent Pairs and 
Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n (1st Wave) 

Child's Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

LDP CGP DSP JSP JCP TOTAL 

Parent's LDP • . 67. 1% 2. 6 5 .2 25.1 0 .0 loo. o: 

Party CGP 33. 3 50. 0 0, .0 16,7 0 .0 ioo. o: 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n DSP 100. 0 0, 0 0, .0 0.0 0 .0 IOO. o: 

JSP 19. 2 0. 0 7 .7 73.1 0 .0 100.0 

JCP 0. 0 0. ,0 - 0 .0 O.O 100.0 100.0 

T o t a l 53. 4% 6. 4 4 .8 32.2 3.2 100.0% 

Legend: b 

LDP L i b e r a l Democratic Party 

CGP Clean Government Party 

DSP Democratic S o c i a l i s t Party 

JSP Japan S o c i a l i s t Party 

JCP Japan Communist Party 
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Table 2. Chi l d Parent Pairs and 
Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n (2nd Wave) 

Child's Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

LDP CGP DSP JSP JCP TOTAL 

Pare n t 1 s 

Party 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

LDP 68.4% 2.6 2.6 26.4 0.0 100.0% 

CGP 0.0 66.7 0.0 33.3 0.0 100.0 

DSP 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 

JSP 38.4 0.0 15.4 46.2 0.0 100.0 

JCP 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 75.0 100.0 

T o t a l 55.0% 5.0 5.0 30.0 5.0 100.0% 

T, = .38 b 
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atten d a n t upon the r e c a l l process i n v o l v e d . I t seems more probable to us, 
however, t h a t i t i s r e l a t e d t o the process whereby a d u l t p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
develop and emerge during e a r l y childhood. This upward s h i f t i n the value 
of t h e c o e f f i c i e n t s i s consistent w i t h the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t the f a m i l y i s 
most e f f e c t i v e as an agent of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n during the c h i l d ' s younger 
years and t h a t as the c h i l d matures and i s p r o g r e s s i v e l y exposed to more and competitive 
s o c i a l i z i n g agencies he tends i n many cases to move away from the sphere of family 
i n f l u e n c e I n t h i s and other respects. This i s a dynamic aspect of the process 
of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i s a t i o n t h a t needs more systematic i n v e s t i g a t i o n , but the above 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n does r e i n f o r c e the view t h a t the degree of i n t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l 
agreement i n party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n described above i s not merely a c c i d e n t a l . 

Before t u r n i n g to a more comparative dimension of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t s developed i n Tables 1 and 2, i t . i s worth commenting 
b r i e f l y on the p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of these data. The d i f f e r e n c e s by party i n 
the r e l a t i v e e f f e c t i v e n e s s of parents i n t r a n s m i t t i n g t h e i r own party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
to t h e i r c h i l d r e n are i n t r i g u i n g . Due to s i z e a b l e v a r i a t i o n s i n the f i r s t and 
second wave responses, they are also d i f f i c u l t to i n t e r p r e t and subject to very 
l a r g e margins of e r r o r . They do suggest, however, t h a t parents of communist 
persuasion are the most e f f e c t i v e s o c i a l i z e r s of t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n t h i s respect 
and t h a t , s u r p r i s i n g to say, they may be f o l l o w e d by parents f a v o r i n g the LDP. 
The r e l a t i v e consistency of the LDP responses across the two waves i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
I n t h i s respect. So, too, are the q u i t e consistent t o t a l s f o r the percentages 
of t h e 15 - 19 year-old bracket i d e n t i f y i n g w i t h each of the f i v e p a r t i e s and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the ranges of 53.4-55.0% f o r the LDP and 32.2-30.0% f o r the JSP. 
Both ranges exceed the percentage of the t o t a l vote p o l l e d by the LDP (48.8%) 
and the JSP (27.9%) i n the 1967 general e l e c t i o n but, to the degree t h a t they are 
r e l i a b l e , t h i s showing of the p a r t i s a n i n c l i n a t i o n s of the upcoming cohorts 
of new voters suggests a f a r more serious problem f o r the S o c i a l i s t s than f o r the 
L i b e r a l Democrats. The Japan S o c i a l i s t Party has tended to r e l y h e a v i l y on i t s 
appeal t o the youth vote (See Figure 1).1? 

Comparatively speaking, party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n has been a f o c a l p o i n t i n the 
American study of e l e c t o r a l behavior. Voting s t u d i e s , e s p e c i a l l y those emerging 
from the U n i v e r s i t y of Michigan's Survey Research Center, have p e r s i s t e n t l y 
p o i n t e d to important r e l a t i o n s h i p s between p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and various forms 
of e l e c t o r a l b e h a v i o r . ^ This emphasis on p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n has also been 
c a r r i e d over to studies of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n and has emerged as one of 
i t s main branches. This i s due i n p a r t to the f a c t t h a t v o t i n g behavior i s 
viewed as being c l o s e l y l i n k e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n . But also involved 
i s t h e f a c t t h a t i n studies of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n has 
been found to e x h i b i t some unusual c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . I t seems to be an area i n 
which the l a r g e s t degree of p o s i t i v e g e n e r a t i o n a l transmission takes place.19 

I t should also be pointed out, however, t h a t recent research i n d i c a t e s that 
the degree to which parents i n the United States pass on t h e i r party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
to t h e i r c h i l d r e n i s not as great as i t was once thought to be. A major.- study 
by Jennings and Niemi, f o r example, found a tau-beta c o r r e l a t i o n of .47.20 
Niemi has suggested separately t h a t the higher c o r r e l a t i o n s found i n e a r l i e r studies 
may r e s u l t from the p r a c t i c e of using perceived r a t h e r than observed data and 
t h a t i n such cases the respondent's tendency to reduce c o g n i t i v e dissonance i s 
apt t o d i s t o r t the r e s u l t a n t s t a t i s t i c s . 2 1 i f t h i s d i f f i c u l t y i s avoided through 
r e l i a n c e only on d i r e c t l y measured data, the lower l e v e l s of c o r r e l a t i o n found 
by t h e Jennings-Niemi study and the present one may prove to be the more accurate. 
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The c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t s of .39 and .38 f o r the two waves of t h i s study 
are lower than but not markedly d i f f e r e n t from the Jennings-Niemi f i g u r e of .47. 
This i s i n t e r e s t i n g both i n view of the higher c o r r e l a t i o n s normally assigned 
i n t he United States by e a r l i e r studies and the r a t h e r widely held view described 
e a r l i e r t h a t i n Japan the degree of c o r r e l a t i o n i s very low. Our f i g u r e s l i n k e d 
to those of Jennings and Niemi suggest t h a t a c t u a l l y there i s not a great deal 
of d i f f e r e n c e i n the extent to which parents i n the two s o c i e t i e s transmit t h e i r 
p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s to t h e i r c h i l d r e n . I f so, t h i s i s a comparative f i n d i n g 
of considerable p o t e n t i a l importance, i f i t can be confirmed by more extensive 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y focussed research. At t h i s p o i n t , however, i t seems appropriate 
simply to note the correspondence of f i n d i n g s and to r e f r a i n from premature specu­
l a t i o n s as to the degrees of s i m i l a r i t y t h a t may o b t a i n i n so complex a process 
as p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n two s o c i e t i e s of such disparate c u l t u r a l and 
p o l i t i c a l h e r i t a g e s . 

S t i l l i f one presses t h i s l i n e of i n q u i r y as f a r as our data permit and seeks 
o t h e r points t h a t argue i n favor of the hypothesis t h a t the processes of p o l i t i c a l 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n are i n important respects s i m i l a r i n Japan and the United States, 
some evidence i s a v a i l a b l e . Figure 2 sets f o r t h i n scaled and comparitive 
f a s h i o n a group of c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t s between chil d r e n ' s and parent's 
p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s and a t t r i b u t e s i n Japan and the United States. Some items 
on t h e scale are, o f course, more d i r e c t l y and meaningfully comparable than 
o t h e r s ; e.g., p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and, perhaps, p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t . The r e s t , 
w i t h the exception of p o l i t i c a l ideology, represent degrees of c o r r e l a t i o n between 

(Figure 2 about here) 

parent's and c h i l d r e n ' s responses to questions c a l c u l a t e d to e l i c i t i n f o r m a t i o n 
about a t t i t u d e s on c u r r e n t l y s a l i e n t issues of major p o l i t i c a l importance. They, 
of course, d i f f e r between the two c o u n t r i e s . 

S i m i l a r i t i e s of some importance do emerge from an analysis of Figure 2. 
This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e of the categories of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e r e s t . I n the case of the former the values are not too discrepant i n ab­
s o l u t e terms and are s i m i l a r i n rank order as w e l l . I n the l a t t e r the numerical 
values are almost i d e n t i c a l . Where the remaining c o r r e l a t i o n s are concerned, 
they demonstrate p r i m a r i l y the thesis that where s p e c i f i c p o l i t i c a l issue o r i e n t a t i o n s 
are concerned the degree of generational transmission involved i s q u i t e small i n 
both Japan and the United States, 

I t has been repeatedly demonstrated i n American v o t i n g studies t h a t issues 
tend to play only marginal roles i n campaigns, t h a t issue o r i e n t a t i o n s tend to 
be l e s s c e n t r a l and less stable than other p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s — n o t a b l y p a r t y 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n — a n d t h a t issue a t t i t u d e s tend to be only weakly i n t e r - r e l a t e d 
and p o o r l y organized.22 Accordingly, i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g to f i n d t h a t i n the 
United States the extent of generational transmission of Issue o r i e n t a t i o n s i s 
q u i t e meager. This seems to be at l e a s t equally t r u e i n the Japanese case. 
The f a c t t h a t i n Japan o f t e n twenty to t h i r t y percent of the sample respond w i t h 
"Don't Know" (wakaranai) to most standard issue questions suggests f u r t h e r 
t h a t t h e i r issue a t t i t u d e s t r u c t u r e i s even more disorganized than i n the 
United S t a t e s . ^ I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note w i t h respect to both countries that 
the extent of g e n e r a t i o n a l consonance tends t o increase somewhat as one moves 
from less to more c o n t r o v e r s i a l Issues. 
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Figure 2. Generational Agreement of P o l i t i c a l A t t i t u d e s : 
Japan and the United States 

US* 

Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .47-

Role of f e d e r a l govern­
ment i n school i n t e g r a t i o n 
Allow schools to use prayers 

Evaluation of Negroes 

P o l i t i c a l Ideology 

P o l i t i c a l I n t e r e s t 

.34-

.29-

.20-

.16-

.11-

tau-b 
.60 
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.40 

.30 

.20 
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.00 

Jap an 

.39 Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n ( 1 ) -

.38 Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n (2) 

.28 Security Treaty (2) 

I-.23 P o l i t i c a l Demonstration/ 
Zengakuren/Security Treaty. (1) 

.14 P o l i t i c a l I n t e r e s t (2) 
:1ft Eg&i&sii&SFttk&ku) 

02 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Revision (2) 

Kent Jennings and Richard G. Niemi, 'The Transmission of P o l i t i c a l Values 
from Parent to C h i l d , ' A m e r i c a n . P o l i t i c a l Science Review, v o l . 62, n o . l , . 
(March 1968), pp. 169-184 and unpublished s t a t i s t i c s supplied by M. Kent Jennings. 

— ( ) • numbers t h a t represent the waves o f . t h e survey 
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Another aspect of Figure 2 deserving mention i s t h a t i n both countries party 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n stands highest i n the l i s t of c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t s . I n other 
words t h i s i s the area where the greatest amount of generational transmission 
seems t o take place. The American f i g u r e i s somewhat higher than i t s Japanese 
counterpart and the gap t h a t separates i t from the next highest c o e f f i c i e n t on the 
s c a l e i s wider. The Japanese scale i s not as complete as the American i n these 
respects. We d i d i n our survey f i n d a few a t t i t u d e s t h a t scaled higher than 
those f o r party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . These were of two s o r t s . The f i r s t includes 
c o e f f i c i e n t s t h a t f l u c t u a t e d w i l d l y and i n e x p l i c a b l y from the f i r s t t o the second 
wave or which were measured i n only one of the two waves.24 They were viewed as 
unstable or u n c e r t a i n and are excluded from Figure 2. The second excluded qategoryy 
c o n s i s t s of c o e f f i c i e n t s concerning p a r t y - r e l a t e d a t t i t u d e s which vary g r e a t l y 
from p a r t y to party i n the Japanese m u l t i - p a r t y s y s tem.^ These l a s t , however, 
tend to support the view t h a t i t i s i n the area of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n t h a t one 
f i n d s the l a r g e s t amount of g e n e r a t i o n a l transmission of p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s . 

,The question n a t u r a l l y arises as to why t h i s should be so. Campbell and his 
associates present an extended account of the perception of p a r t i e s , candidates, and 
issues i n the American case but i t i s e s s e n t i a l l y due to the f a c t t h a t p o l i t i c a l 9 f i 

p a r t i e s are both more concrete and more s a l i e n t than most other p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t s . 
So f a r as the mass p u b l i c i s concerned, p a r t i e s and p e r s o n a l i t i e s are f a r more 
v i s i b l e than issues and, since p e r s o n a l i t i e s come and go, p a r t i e s tend to acquire 
a s u p e r i o r h i s t o r i c a l dimension and c o n t i n u i t y t h a t makes them one of the most 
important v a r i a b l e s i n the c o g n i t i v e processes of the p u b l i c . By and large 
we b e l i e v e t h i s t o be the case i n Japan, although w i t h the q u a l i f i c a t i o n t h a t , 
s i n c e the h i s t o r y of Japanese p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s i s much b r i e f e r than t h a t of American 
or B r i t i s h p a r t i e s and since the p a r t y scene i n Japan has been notably less s t a b l e , 
we do not expect Japanese p a r t y I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s or a t t i t u d e s to be as w e l l or deeply 
developed.27 S t i l l p o l i t i c a l competition i s keen i n Japan and p u b l i c i n t e r e s t high 
e s p e c i a l l y at e l e c t i o n times. 

There are other arguments derived from t h e o r i z i n g about the American experience 
t h a t also seem a p p l i c a b l e to Japan i n t h i s connection. Greenstein holds, f o r 
example, t h a t p arty i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s t r a n s m i t t e d from parent to c h i l d at a very 
e a r l y stage of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n and t h a t the development of a party o r i e n t a t i o n 
thus c l e a r l y precedes those of candidate or Issue o r i e n t a t i o n s . He goes on to 
argue t h a t the younger the c h i l d I s , the more u n c r i t i c a l and r e c e p t i v e he i s 
apt t o be toward values or a t t i t u d e s t h a t h i s parents d i s p l a y e i t h e r p u r p o s e f u l l y or 
i n a d v e r t e n t l y . He concludes t h a t p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s a f i e l d i n which the 
g r e a t e s t degree of such transmission i s apt t o take place. Greenstein also r e i n ^ 
f o r c e s t h i s t h e s i s w i t h a concept borrowed from a c c u l t u r a t i o n s t u d i e s , namely 
those a t t i t u d e s t h a t are learned e a r l i e s t are l i k e l y t o be the most i n t e r n a l i z e d 
and those learned l a t e r more s u p e r f i c i a l and unstable.28 

We would l i k e at t h i s p o i n t t o r e t u r n to our former hypothesis about the 
i n t e r a c t i o n of macro-forces and micro-forces i n the process of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n 
i n Japan. I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d t h a t the e f f e c t of the macro-forces (major trends 
of economic, s o c i a l , and p o l i t i c a l change over time) was to diminish the i n t e r -
g e n e r a t i o n a l transmission of p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s w h i l e the e f f e c t s of the micro-
f o r c e s , i n t h i s case the f a m i l y , was t o enhance the degree of generational continu­
i t y . The question i s how does the i n t e r a c t i o n of macro- and micro-forces take 
place? Are there i n t e r v e n i n g ' s o c i o l o g i c a l or a t t i t u d i n a l v a r i a b l e s t h a t s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y a f f e c t the process of generational transmission? I f so, which are apt 
to be more s i g n i f i c a n t at the i n d i v i d u a l l e v e l ? 
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Table 3 has been prepared i n an attempt to shed some l i g h t on these questions. 
I t i s based upon a d i v i s i o n of our sample of p a r e n t - c h i l d p a i r s i n t o two groups, 
one"of which has been subjected t o p a r t i c u l a r experiences that are o f t e n , 
a l b e i t somewhat a r b i t a r i l y , regarded as change-oriented such as urban as opposed 
to r u r a l residence, union membership as opposed t o non-union s t a t u s , high 
s o c i a l c l a s s , income, or degree of p a r e n t a l education versus t h e i r low equivalents, e t c . ; 

(Table 3 about here) 

and the other of which i s composed of those sharing the r e c i p r o c a l experiences 
to the above t h a t are here regarded as being o r i e n t e d toward c o n t i n u i t y . These 
two groups have then been examined i n terms of the degree to which the status 
designated as change-oriented and t h a t designated as c o n t i n u i t y - o r i e n t e d has 
produced agreement between the p a r e n t i s and the c h i l d ' s party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
i n order t o determine i f i n f a c t the v a r i a b l e concerned seems to have enhanced 
or diminished generational c o n t i n u i t y i n t h i s respect. The c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t s 
t h a t r e s u l t should be c o n s e r v a t i v e l y i n t e r p r e t e d , however, because of the small r 
s i z e of the sample as a whole and the l i m i t e d number of cases i n each c e l l . The 
double column of e n t r i e s under the r u b r i c "codes" i n Table 3 i s explanatory of 
the categories being used. For example, where the e n t r i e s opposite "Population" 
at the top of the t a b l e are concerned,.the c o e f f i c i e n t s .23 under the f i r s t wave 
and #.29 under the second are associated w i t h large populations j w h i l e the co­

e f f i c i e n t s »60 and .50 are associated w i t h small populations. 
When we d i v i d e our sample i n t h i s manner i n t o change-oriented and c o n t i n u i t y -

o r i e n t e d contingents, we f i n d considerable v a r i a t i o n i n the c o r r e l a t i o n co­
e f f i c i e n t s between parent's and c h i l d r e n ' s p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . Urbani­
z a t i o n , f o r .example i s " g e n e r a l l y regarded as a key element i n the process of 
s o c i a l change. Our c o e f f i c i e n t s support the view where the generational 
transmission of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s concerned. Whether measured by s i z e of 
p o p u l a t i o n or by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t i n c t i o n s between urban and r u r a l c i v i l 
s u b d i v i s i o n s and whether measured by f i r s t or second wave responses there 
i s a markedly greater-tendency f o r i n t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l changes of p a r t y i d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n i n c i t i e s and f o r i h t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n t i n u i t y i n t h i s respect i n the 
countryside. 

Where union membership i s concerned the r e s u l t s are consistent but would 
argue an i n i t i a l e r r o r I n assigning union s t a t u s to the "change" r a t h e r than to 
the " c o n t i n u i t y " group. The c o e f f i c i e n t s i n d i c a t e - a very marked tendency f o r 
the c h i l d r e n of union parents to share the p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s of t h e i r parents 
compared to a r e l a t i v e l y low tendency f o r such transmission to occur i n non­
union- f a m i l i e s . This i s i n t e r e s t i n g but not r e a l l y s u r p r i s i n g i n terms of the 
f a c t t h a t our mass survey data as a whole i n d i c a t e t h a t union membership i s one 
of the: most s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a b l e s i n p r e d i c t i n g both the party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and 
the e l e c t o r a l choice of voters i n general. Beyond t h i s , however, union member­
s h i p turns out t o be remarkably i s s u e - f r e e . I t i s not r e l a t e d to stands on 
most p a r t i s a n issues. 

According t o Table 3,. s o c i a l class at f i r s t seems to play the a n t i c i p a t e d 
r o l e as an I n t e r v e n i n g and change-oriented v a r i a b l e , the thesis being i n t h i s 
case t h a t the middle class tends t o be more r e c e p t i v e to new i n f o r m a t i o n and 
ideas, and hence more susc e p t i b l e to change, than does the working c l a s s . Yet 
i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o r e c o n c i l e the c o e f f i c i e n t s f o r s o c i a l class w i t h those t h a t 
f o l l o w f o r household income i f one grants t h a t higher s o c i a l class i s correlated 
w i t h higher income. The two sets of c o e f f i c i e n t s are mutually opposed i n t h i s 
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Table 3. Agreement Between Child's and Parent's Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s , 

by Demographic and A t t i t u d i n a l Variables 

C o n t r o l lst AWave 2nd jfave Codies 
Vari a b l e s Change Continuity* 'Change Co n t i n u i t y l f ^ 

Population .23* .60 .29 .50 Large Small 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Level .36 .49 .34 .46 Urban Rural 

Union Membership .62 .34 .63 .20 Yes No 
Socia l Class .24 .52 -.02 .50 High Low 
Household Income .52 .36 .43 .32 High Low 
Parent's Education .18 .65 .42 .32 High Low 

Parent's P o l i t i c a l " 
I n t e r e s t .36 .53 .45 .23 • High Low 
Child's P o l i t i c a l 
I n t e r e s t .55 .20 .42 • .32 High Low 

Child's A t t i t u d e s Toward: 

I n d i v i d u a l or Family .13 1.00 .16 .89 I n d i v Family 
New or Old Man .02 .55 .28 .43 New Old 
Spending or Saving .31 .37 .32 .39 Spend Save 
Youth D i s c i p l i n e .49 .28 .59 .34 Less More 
Respect f o r Elder's View .41 .32 .37 .24 No Yes 

• E n t r i e s are tau-b c o e f f i c i e n t s 
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case and we do not understand why t h i s should be so. The same I s t r u e when one . 
uses the l e v e l of parent's education as. a c r i t i c a l v a r i a b l e . The r e s u l t s f o r 
the second wave r e v e r s e those of the f i r s t f o r unknown reasons. 

I f we compare these f i n d i n g s from our p a r e n t - c h i l d sample w i t h the r e s u l t s 
of our mass survey as a whole* i t i s c l e a r from the l a t t e r t h a t these three 
v a r i a b l e s — s o c i a l c l a s s , income, and e d u c a t i o n a l le v e l r - a r e i n t e r - c o r r e l a t e d to 
a s i g n i f i c a n t degree. However, i t a l s o emerges t h a t , w i t h the p a r t i a l ex­
c e p t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l , a l l of them are i n the Japanese case e i t h e r 
u n r e l a t e d or only weakly c o r r e l a t e d to p a r t i s a n a t t i t u d e s or to change v e r s u s 
c o n t i n u i t y i s s u e s t h a t were used i n Table 3. I n comparative terms one expects 
an i n t e r - c o r r e l a t i o n of these t h r e e v a r i a b l e s i n any developed s o c i e t y , but the 
l a c k of a f u r t h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between them and other p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s 
and i s s u e s i n the Japanese case i s r a t h e r s u r p r i s i n g to those f a m i l i a r w i t h the 
American and B r i t i s h e x p e r i e n c e s . I t may be t h a t the impact of such demographic 
v a r i a b l e s on p a r t i s a n a t t i t u d e s and change v e r s u s c o n t i n u i t y i s s u e s i n Japan 
i s d i f f e r e n t than elsewhere, a point t h a t deserves f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

When we move from demographic to p s y c h o l o g i c a l v a r i a b l e s , we f i r s t f i n d 
t h a t the l e v e l of p a r e n t a l p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t p l a y s an ambiguous r o l e . I n the 
f i r s t wave high p a r e n t a l i n t e r e s t i s n e g a t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h the degree of 
g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s m i s s i o n , but i n the second wave t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p i s reversed. 
When we t u r n to the l e v e l of the c h i l d ' s p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t , however, the p a t t e r n 
i s c o n s i s t e n t f o r both waves; higher p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a 
h i g h e r degree of g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s m i s s i o n of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , and low 
p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t w i t h a lower degree of g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s m i s s i o n of party 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

Here, too, i t i s p o s s i b l e to approach the problem of g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s m i s s i o n 
of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n from e i t h e r the macro- or the micro-level.- A t t n e former 
one can hypothesize t h a t a high l e v e l of major s o c i a l , -economic,. and p o l i t i c a l 
change i n a s o c i e t y i s apt to produce a h i g h e r l e v e l of p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t among 
youth, and that t h i s h i g h e r l e v e l o f : ' i n t e r e s t conjoined w i t h the presence of major 
changes i n the s o c i a l environment i s apt to produce discordance between the 
p o l i t i c a l views and p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s of c h i l d r e n and parents who were ex­
posed to d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l i z i n g i n f l u e n c e s . The comparable hypothesis at the 
m i c r o - l e v e l would be t h a t a high l e v e l of p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t among c h i l d r e n 
makes i t more probable that the c h i l d w i l l be more aware of p o l i t i c a l cues, 
and, given the timing and i n t e n s i t y of h i s exposure to h i s parents and the cues 
they provide, w i l l be more apt to share t h e i r party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

Our data provide support f o r the m i c r o - l e v e l h y p o t h e s i s . Whether we a r e 
examining the c h i l d ' s i n t e r e s t i n the e l e c t i o n , concern w i t h the outcome of 
the e l e c t i o n , or h i s p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t i n g e n e r a l , and whether we a r e dealing 
w i t h the r e s u l t s of the f i r s t or second wave of the survey, we i n v a r i a b l y f i n d 
a p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p between the i e v e i of the c h i l e s i n t e r e s t and the extent 
of g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s m i s s i o n of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

We t u r n next to the l a s t f i v e v a r i a b l e s i n Table 3 t h a t d e a l w i t h the 
c h i l d ' s a t t i t u d e s . When we c o n t r o l w i t h s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e to the way i n 
which the c h i l d p e r c e i v e s h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p to h i s f a m i l y , dramatic confirmation 
i s obtained.™ T h i s i s a v a r i a b l e t h a t not s u r p r i s i n g l y d i s p l a y s a very strong 



-12-

r e l a t i o n t o the degree of generational transmission of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , 
as Table 3 makes clear . Some aspects of t h i s f a m i l y - i n d i v i d u a l or c h i l d -
f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p issue are probably more s a l i e n t i n Japan than i n the 
United States or Great B r i t a i n . There have since the war been c r i t i c a l l e g a l 
and s o c i a l changes t h a t have d r a s t i c a l l y a f f e c t e d the t r a d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e 
of t h e Japanese f a m i l y . The predominant view i n education and the mass media 
i s now r e s t r i c t i v e w i t h respect t o the f a m i l y and supportive of increased 
i n d i v i d u a l i s m . As a consequence the f a m i l y i t s e l f and i t s proper r o l e and i n t e r n a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s has^become something of a p o l i t i c a l issue i n contemporary Japan. 
Whatever the degree of Japan's p e c u l i a r i t y i n t h i s respect, however, i t would 
seem probable from these c o e f f i c i e n t s t h a t the f a m i l y does exert an i n f l u e n c e 
on the p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n of i t s c h i l d r e n and t h a t the extent of genera­
t i o n a l transmission of p a r t y i i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s sharply a f f e c t e d by the c h i l d ' s 
view of h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p to h i s f a m i l y . 

31 
The new-or-old man dimension i s a v a r i a n t of the preceding v a r i a b l e . 

The two dimensions are moderately c o r r e l a t e d and are considered to be ideo­
l o g i c a l l y i n t e r - r e l a t e d i n Japan. Table 3 i n d i c a t e d t h a t a c h i l d considering 
h i m s e l f as a new type person o f t e n deserts h i s parent's party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
w h i l e those considering themselves as o l d type persons are r e l a t i v e l y much more 
apt t o i n h e r i t the parent's a t t i t u d e i n t h i s respect. The degree of v a r i a t i o n 
i n the c o e f f i c i e n t s i s smaller though than i n the case of the " i n d i v i d u a l or 
f a m i l y " v a r i a b l e . 

A t h i r d dimension t h a t i s q u i t e important i n the l i f e of the average 
Japanese seems to have l i t t l e e f f e c t on the transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 
The save-spend issue i s both a f a v o r i t e t o p i c of d a i l y conversation among 
Japanese and also a matter of r e a l n a t i o n a l importance. I t i s c l o s e l y l i n k e d 
to the'system'of t r a d i t i o n a l values "that s t r o n g l y and e f f e c t i v e l y encourages 
saving. The savings r a t e even i n the present a f f l u e n t and consumer-oriented 
s o c i e t y i s among the world's highest. Despite t h i s , i t apparently has l i t t l e 
r e l a t i o n to the generational transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

The l a s t two v a r i a b l e s i n Table 3—youth d i s c i p l i n e and respect f o r 
elder-' s view—seem t q a f f e c t the process of g e n e r a t i o n a l transmission i n a some­
what s u r p r i s i n g way. One would normally expect t h a t a c h i l d who t h i n k s t h a t 
today's youth needs more d i s c i p l i n e would be more apt t o accept h i s parent's 
p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . The c o e f f i c i e n t s i n Table 3 i n d i c a t e t h a t the opposite 
i s t h e case; a d i s c i p l i n e - o r i e n t e d youth i s more apt to desert h i s parent's 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i n t h i s regard than i s a freedom-oriented c h i l d . The same i s 
t r u e I n the case of respect f o r the elder's view, although i n n e i t h e r case i s 
the extent of the v a r i a t i o n i n c o e f f i c i e n t s p a r t i c u l a r l y l a r g e . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to e x p l a i n t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p adequately. I t should be noted, 
however, that questions concerning the generation gap provide the basis f o r very 
l i v e l y and widespread controversy i n Japan and t h a t these matters of youth 
d i s c i p l i n e and respect f o r elder's views l i e close to the heart of the issue. 
They tend to e l i c i t emotionally charged reactions and are i n t h i s sense f a i r l y 
s e n s i t i v e . They are, f o r example, considerably more s e n s i t i v e than the two 
e a r l i e r questions about f a m i l y - i n d i v i d u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s and the new versus old 
man dimension. I n f a c t our data on the two more: s e n s i t i v e questions are s l i g h t l y 
n e g a t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h the other two v a r i a b l e s . 34 
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I I I 

Another area of major i n t e r e s t w i t h respect t o the generational transmission 
of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s the r e l a t i v e r o l e s of the f a t h e r and the mother i n 
the t ransmission process. Which i s the more i n f l u e n t i a l ? There i s no question 
t h a t w i t h i n the average Japanese household each parent plays a markedly d i f f e r e n t 
r ole.35 This i s t r u e w i t h respect to d i v i s i o n of l a b o r , p a r e n t a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 
a u t h o r i t y , or even i n the area of r e l i g i o n where the r o l e of the f a t h e r appears 
to d i f f e r from t h a t of the mother i n e i t h e r f a c t u a l or normative terms. I n 
general i n the Sino-Japanese c u l t u r e area i t i s customary f o r the f a t h e r to be 
recognized as the dominant and a u t h o r i t a t i v e f i g u r e w i t h i n the household. 
Such a status i s l e g i t i m a t e d by the centuries of Confucian orthodoxy which has n 
only r e c e n t l y been undermined i n ^aw* Against such a background i t i s tempting 
to assume t h a t the Japanese f a t h e r plays the predominant r o l e i n the p o l i t i c a l 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n of h i s c h i l d r e n . But i s t h i s t r u e i n f a c t ? Do Japanese parents 
have s p e c i f i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d r o l e s and influences i n t h i s sphere? What 
happens i n the case where f a t h e r and mother are themselves of d i f f e r e n t p a r t i s a n 
persuasions? 

When we look beyond Japan we see t h a t o s t e n s i b l y the male i n general plays 
the l e a d i n g r o l e i n the p o l i t i c s of a l l modern nations. Again, one i s tempted 

to conclude by extension t h a t f a t h e r s do also i n the area of t r a n s m i t t i n g p a r t y 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Research i n the United States, however, does not 
c o n f i r m sucn a hypothesis. Maccoby, Mathews, and Morton were among the f i r s t to 
p o i n t out i n t h e i r experimental study t h a t the r o l e of the..mother i s more im­
p o r t a n t than t h a t of the f a t h e r i n the transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

36 
Jennings and Langton l a t e r confirmed t h i s f i n d i n g on the basis of a nationwide 
p r o b a b i l i t y sample.37 

Our f i n d i n g s w i t h respect t o Japan are more complex. Table 4 i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t i n the f i r s t wave of the survey mothers emerge as the more e f f e c t i v e 
i n f l u e n c e on t h e i r c h i l d r e n where the transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s 
concerned, but t h a t i n the second wave t h i s p a t t e r n i s reversed and the fathers 
have become the more important . A s i m i l a r r e v e r s a l of r o l e s i s found i n the 
data from our mass survey as a whole. 

(Table 4 about here) 

Such a s h i f t between the f i r s t and second waves of the survey was not un­
expected. We are i n c l i n e d to e x p l a i n i t along the f o l l o w i n g l i n e s . The s h i f t 
took place during a period of intense n a t i o n a l campaigning. I t i s c l e a r t h a t 
i n Japan men are both more i n t e r e s t e d I n p o l i t i c s than women and t h a t they 
more f r e q u e n t l y p a r t i c i p a t e i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . Under the circumstances 
i t seems probable that the f a t h e r - i s the p r i n c i p a l agent of communication to 
the f a m i l y of campaign and e l e c t i o n messages from the outside world and t h a t 
i n performing t h i s f u n c t i o n he increases the p o l i t i c a l s o l i d a r i t y of the 
household along the l i n e s of h i s own p a r t i s a n p r e f e r e n c e s . ^ Such a r o l e would 
be s i m i l a r to t h a t of the opinion-leader i n the two-step theory of communications.^9 
I n t h e Japanese case i t also derives added p l a u s i b i l i t y from the importance 
of what are c a l l e d the j i b a n and kankei dimensions of t h e i r e l e c t o r a l system. 
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Table 4. Child's and Father's or Mother's Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 

Child's Party-. Pair Sample Cross-Section Sample— 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n i n '1s t 2nd ̂  ' 1st ' ZncT^ 
Agreement With: Wave Wave Wave Wave. 

Father's Party 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .22- .49 .36 .38 

Mother's Party 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .54 .29 .42 .32 

— I n the cross-section sample the f a t h e r ' s and mother's party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
are only i n d i r e c t l y measured (or based upon the c h i l d ' s r e p o r t ) . 

— E n t r i e s are tau-b c o e f f i c i e n t s 

! 
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A j i b a n i s a b a i l i w i c k , a d e f i n a b l e i n h a b i t e d area l i n k e d by h i s t o r i c and 
complex i n t e r - p e r s o n a l t i e s , t h a t a t e l e c t i o n times tends to cast i t s vote 
as a u n i t (the tendency v a r i e s a good deal w i t h d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of e l e c t i o n ) . ^ 
Kankei i n t h i s sense are personal r e l a t i o n s and r e f e r to the i n t r i c a t e web of 
a ssociationships of f a m i l y , i n t e r e s t , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , and o b l i g a t i o n t h a t 
o verlay any Japanese community.^ Both of these networks are r o u t i n e l y 
a c t i v a t e d on the occasion of e l e c t i o n s and t h e i r impact on a given f a m i l y i s 
apt t o be channeled through the f a t h e r . Their e f f e c t i s to subject him to 
pressure to m o b i l i z e h i s f a m i l y and-other dependents i n support of p a r t i c u l a r 
candidates or causes. The e f f e c t of these phenomena, we suspect, i s a ten­
dency to move other members of the f a m i l y c l o s e r t o the f a t h e r i n terms of 
p o l i t i c a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and thus t o t i l t the balance of r e l a t i v e importance 
i n the f a t h e r ' s favor at the l a t e r stages of or j u s t a f t e r a l i v e l y and hard 
^fought e l e c t i o n campaign. 

I t i s not at a l l clear,, however, t h a t t h i s short-span movement cancels 
the s u p e r i o r i t y . o f the mother i n a longer term sense. C e r t a i n l y a s t r a i g h t ­
forward- i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Table 4 would suggest t h a t the mother i s at l e a s t 
as important as the f a t h e r as an agent f o r the generational transmission of 
p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ; Our i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i n c l i n e s us to hypothesize t h a t as 
the unusual psychological and s o c i o l o g i c a l forces surrounding the campaign 
p e r i o d recede i n t o h i s t o r y we may w e l l f i n d t h a t the: mother i s normally the 
more e f f e c t i v e agent of transmission. 

I f t h i s i s so, we. are not c e r t a i n as to why i t should be the case, 
Japanese men are obviously more i n t e r e s t e d and more involved i n p o l i t i c s 
than t h e i r wives. We suspect, however, t h a t i t may be a f u n c t i o n of r e l a t i v e 
magnitudes of exposure where the c h i l d i s concerned. A c h i l d i s normally more 
exposed to his. mother's company and a t t e n t i o n s - than to h i s f a t h e r ' s . Vogel 
makes an i n t e r e s t i n g case as to t h e - q u i t e pronounced degree to which t h i s i s 
so i n middle-class Japanese f a m i l i e s . 4 2 Under these circumstances i t seems 
h i g h l y probable that the mother i s apt i n general t o have a greater e f f e c t 
on the s o c i a l i z a t i o n of the c h i l d r e n . Where p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l i z a t i o n and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n are concerned, i t i s not 
u n l i k e l y t h a t such transmission i s l a r g e l y u n i n t e n t i o n a l and u n s t r u c t u r e d , and 
t h a t the mother i s more apt t o be the agent i n v o l v e d . 

Jennings and Langton propose a s i m i l a r hypothesis organized around the 
concept of closeness to parent. They argue t h a t the closer a c h i l d f e e l s 
to a p a r t i c u l a r parent, the more l i k e l y he i s t o be Influenced by t h a t parent 
and, since a c h i l d i s generally closer t o h i s mother than h i s f a t h e r , the ~~ 
mother i s more apt to be important than the f a t h e r i n the generational t r a n s ­
m i ssion of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . This concept of closeness approximates our 
concept of magnitude of exposure and overlaps i t i n a number of respects 
although the former i s r e a l l y an a t t i t u d i n a l and the l a t t e r a more p h y s i c a l 
v a r i a b l e . A notable d i f f e r e n c e , however, i s t h a t w h i l e Jennings and Langton 
apply t h e i r concept to only those £ a s e s i n which p a r e n t a l party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
are heterogeneous,.we apply ours t o a l l cases.^4 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , we d i d not i n our survey measure the extent to which a 
c h i l d f e e l s closer t o h i s mother than h i s f a t h e r . The closest approximation 
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t h e r e t o was our examination of the extent to which a c h i l d f e e l s dependent 
upon or independent of h i s f a m i l y i n the making- of c r i t i c a l l i f e decisions.^5 
The two dimensions are c l e a r l y d i f f e r e n t but overlap i n the sense t h a t they 
both revolve about the c h i l d ' s a t t i t u d e s toward parents or a parent. I t . 
may also be th a t to some extent the types of a t t i t u d e s tapped by these two 
questions are i n t e r - r e l a t e d . Under these circumstances, although the linkage 
i s h i g h l y s u p p o s i t i o u s , i t may be of some i n t e r e s t to hypothesize t h a t the 
two v a r i a b l e s represent two d i f f e r e n t ways of o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g the concept 
of magnitude of exposure i n order" t o see what f o l l o w s . I f one than assumes 
t h a t magnitude of^exposure r a t h e r than the sex of the parent i s the c r i t i c a l 
f a c t o r i n the generational transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , we would 
expect the s u p e r i o r i t y of mother to f a t h e r to vanish once we c o n t r o l f o r 
magnitude of exposure. I n other words, i f we c o n t r o l f o r the f a m i l y — i n d i v i d u a l 
r e l a t i o n 1Q our study (or f o r closeness to a p a r t i c u l a r parent i n the Jennings 
Langton study which was not done), the extent of the agreement, between the 
c h i l d ' s and the mother's party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n should not be s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
g r e a t e r than t h a t between the c h i l d ' s and the fa t h e r ' s party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . 
Our data i n d i c a t e t h i s to be the case. Because of sample size and the number 
and type of assumptions involved i n the above reasoning, Table 5 obviously 

(Table 5 about here) 

should be treated w i t h c a ution, but the c o e f f i c i e n t s obtained are d r a m a t i c a l l y 
s i m i l a r to the a n t i c i p a t e d r e s u l t were our assumptions to be v a l i d . 

Our data also provide an opp o r t u n i t y f o r c r o s s - c u l t u r a l comparison 
w i t h respect to the degree t o which a c h i l d ' s a b i l i t y to r e c a l l h i s f a t h e r ' s 
p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n a f f e c t s the p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t the c h i l d himself w i l l 
develop some s o r t of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of h i s own. Comparable data are 
provided f o r France and the United States by P h i l i p E. Converse and George 
Dupeux.46 The r e s u l t i n g percentages, w h i l e not of course i d e n t i c a l , are 

(Table 6 about here) 

are g e n e r a l l y s i m i l a r f o r the three countries and suggest a q u i t e high degree 
of r e l a t i o n s h i p between a b i l i t y or i n a b i l i t y t o r e c a l l the f a t h e r ' s p a r t y 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n on the one hand and the d i s p o s i t i o n of the c h i l d to acquire some 
form of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of h i s own. One suspects t h a t such r e c a l l 
i m p l i e s the presence and a c t i o n of other g e n e r a t i o n a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d cues t h a t 
are i n v o l v e d i n the genesis and subsequent development of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
by c h i l d r e n . No claim i s made i n the case of such r e c a l l e i t h e r t h a t i n 
f a c t the f a t h e r d i d have a party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of th a t the p a r t i c u l a r i d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n r e c a l l e d i s accurate. I n t h i s context of psychological dynamics, the 
perceived f a c t i s normally more s i g n i f i c a n t than the f a c t i t s e l f . 

A f i n a l aspect of pa r e n t a l i n f l u e n c e remaining to be examined i s 
the e f f e c t of the homogeneity o r heterogeneity of the parent's -party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
on t h e generational transmission of party ""identif c a t i o n . As we have seen, both 
f a t h e r and mother are important i n the process, although -*-n somewhat d i f f e r e n t 
degrees and ways. We would a n t i c i p a t e t h a t i n Japan as i n the United States 
homogeneity of p a r e n t a l p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n would f a c i l i t a t e and heterogeneity 
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Table 5. Child's and Father's or Mother's Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s , by 
the F a m i l y - I n d i v i d u a l Relationship 

Agreement of Party 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n between: 1st Wave 2nd Wave 

Family Oriented Child and: 

Father 

Mother 

1.00* 

1.00 

1.00 

.84 

I n d i v i d u a l Oriented Child and 

Father 

Mother 

31 

39 

.18 

.13 

— E n t r i e s are tau-b c o e f f i c i e n t s . 
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T a b l e 6. R e c a l l i n g F a t h e r ' s P a r t y I d e n t i f i c a t i o n and 
Respondent's P a r t y I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

Know F a t h e r ' s Do not Know 
P a r t y F a t h e r ' s Party 

F r a n c e * USA^ Japarr^- • France USA Japan 

P r o p o r t i o n having some 
p a r t i s a n s e l f - l o c a t i o n 
( p a r t y or vague tendance) 

f ^ N t \ 
79.4% 81.6 85.0 87.9 47.7 50.7 61.1 64.9% 

P r o p o r t i o n that these 
are of t o t a l e l e c t o r a t e 24.0% 75.0 37.0 42.9 63.0 8.0 40.2 37.3% 

•̂ -F.rom Campbell, Converse, M i l l e r and Stokes, c>p_. c i t . , (1966), p. 282 

—The f i r s t column of s t a t i s t i c s are from the f i r s t wave, and the second column 
from the second wave of our c r o s s - s e c t i o n survey. 
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impede generational transmission. Table 7 supports such a view. 

(Table 7 about here) 

We f e e l t h a t the s t r i k i n g degree t o which the c o e f f i c i e n t s i n Table 7 support 
such a hypothesis i s due i n p a r t t o the f a c t t h a t we r e l i e d upon i n d i r e c t data 
i n measuring the extent of p a r e n t a l homogeneity i n t h i s respect.^8 There i s 
l i t t l e question t h a t c h i l d r e n tend to over-report the degree of p a r e n t a l homo­
gene i t y and t h a t t h i s tendency i n f l a t e s the s t a t i s t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p involved. 
But i n the Japanese case such a tendency does not seem great enough to a f f e c t the 
bas i c v a l i d i t y of our f i n d i n g s . Japanese c h i l d r e n were found t o over-report the 
ex t e n t of agreement between t h e i r own party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and t h a t of t h e i r -
parents only i n r a t h e r small degree, smaller than we a n t i c i p a t e d i n f a c t . ^ 9 x t 
seems reasonable, t h e r e f o r e , to assume t h a t the c h i l d ' s tendency t o over-report 
homogeneity between the parent's p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s i s comparably" small. In 
any event given the spread between the c o e f f i c i e n t s i n Table 7 i t would be d i f f i c u l t 
to a void the conclusion t h a t p a r e n t a l homogeneity i s a strong f a c t o r i n generational 
transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

What of the r e l a t i o n s h i p between pa r e n t a l p a r t i s a n homogeneity and the family 
i n d i v i d u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p ? We reported e a r l i e r a high c o e f f i c i e n t of c o r r e l a t i o n 
between the way i n which the c h i l d perceives h i s r e l a t i o n to the f a m i l y and the 
ge n e r a t i o n a l transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Now we f i n d a s i m i l a r r e l a t i o n 
between p a r e n t a l p a r t i s a n homogeneity and such transmission. These are the two 
v a r i a b l e s t h a t , on the basis of our data, seem to be most s i g n i f i c a n t l y involved 
i n the process of generational transmission of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . How do they 
r e l a t e to one another? I s p a r e n t a l p a r t i s a n homogeneity Independent of the 
f a m i l y - i n d i v i d u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p ? I f so, does each of these v a r i a b l e s a f f e c t genera­
t i o n a l transmission independently and cumulatively? Or are they c o r r e l a t e d and, 
i f so, does one of them maintain only a spurious r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h generational 
transmission? 

We f i n d l a r g e l y a f f i r m a t i v e answers f o r the f i r s t of these sets of questions. 
The two v a r i a b l e s are l a r g e l y independent of each other. When we c o r r e l a t e 
p a r e n t a l p a r t i s a n homogeneity and f a m i l y - I n d i v i d u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , we o b t a i n tau-b 
scores of-.04 and -.06 f o r our p a i r sample and .01 and .03 f o r our mass sample as 
a whole. Also each of these v a r i a b l e s g e n e r a l l y c o n t r i b u t e s t o the process of 
ge n e r a t i o n a l transmission independently and cumulately. Except f o r the c o e f f i c i e n t 
i n t h e upper l e f t hand corner in- the f i r s t wave m a t r i x , Table 8 i s consistent 
w i t h such a supposition. This i s a view t h a t , despite some di f f e r e n c e s i n design 
and o b j e c t i v e , would seem to be supported f o r the United States by the Jennings-
Lang ton study. 

(Table 8 about here) 

IV 

This brings us back to one of the p r i n c i p a l themes of the present paper, 
namely the s u r p r i s i n g degree of s i m i l a r i t y t h a t seems to e x i s t between Japan and 
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Table 7. Generational Transmission of Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , by 
Parental Homogeneity3-

P a r e n t a l Homogeneity 
i n P a r t y I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

Agreement Between Child's and 
Parent's Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 

1st Wave 2nd Wave 

High 

Low 

67J 49 

32 -.47 

•^Parental Homogeneity i s based upon i n d i r e c t l y measured data, 

— E n t r i e s are tau-b c o e f f i c i e n t s 



-16b-

Table 8. Generational Transmission of Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , by Parental Homogeneity 
and F a m i l y - I n d i v i d u a l Relationship 

P a r e n t a l Homogeneity: 
i n P a r t y I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

Agreement between Child's and Parent's 
Party I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 

1st Wave 
a 

2nd Wave 
I n d i v i d u a l 
Oriented 

Family^ 
Oriented 

I n d i v i d u a l Family 
Oriented Oriented 

High .85* .38 21 59 

Low •1.00 .41 88 00 

•^Entries are tau-b c o e f f i c i e n t s 
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the U n ited States w i t h respect to the aspects o f the process of p o l i t i c a l 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n that we have i n v e s t i g a t e d . Methodologically speaking, one reason 
f o r our emerging w i t h such a f i n d i n g i s , of course, our obvious and extensive 
debt to American students of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n . We have borrowed l i b e r a l l y 
from and adapted to Japanese circumstances a v a r i e t y of hypotheses and theories 
t h a t have been developed i n the course of what are obviously f a r more advanced 
and impressive studies than those a v a i l a b l e f o r any other s i n g l e modern society. 
I n t e n t a t i v e terms at l e a s t , we are g r a t i f i e d by the r e s u l t s and encouraged to 
b e l i e v e t h a t the t a c t i c should be more broadly and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y applied to 
e x p l o r a t i o n s of the process of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n other advanced s o c i e t i e s . 

We would not wish, however, to be contrued as p r e d i c t i n g t h a t the degree of 
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l s i m i l a r i t y t h a t we t h i n k we have detected i n t h i s q u i t e l i m i t e d 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s also apt to o b t a i n i n most other areas of the Japanese p o l i t i c a l 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n process. We' are too w e l l aware t h a t degrees of f a m i l y i n f l u e n c e 
on p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n are more r e a d i l y p r e d i c t a b l e and measurable than are 
the i n f l u e n c e s o f most other s o c i a l i z i n g agencies and of the advantages t h a t 
accrue from our having focussed upon one of the most researchable and promising 
aspects of the s o c i a l i z i n g process, the g e n e r a t i o n a l transmission of p a r t y i d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n . We suspect t h a t many other areasx.will not display a comparable degree 
of s i m i l a r i t y , but the p o i n t i s t h a t we do not now know to what degree t h i s i s 
t r u e . This being so, we are simply suggesting the value of an informed, systematic, 
and c u l t u r a l l y s e n s i t i v e adaptation of the r e l a t i v e l y well-developed methodology 
and p r o p o s i t i o n s of American scholarship i n t h i s f i e l d to the study of p o l i t i c a l 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n incother modern s o c i e t i e s . One. needs i n comparative studies some 
s o r t o f benchwork or p o i n t of departure. I n p r a c t i c a l terms there i s much to be 
said f o r using the best-developed one a v a i l a b l e . 

Before t u r n i n g to a few concluding remarks, i t might be w e l l at t h i s p o i n t to 
r e i t e r a t e a few s c a t t e r e d e a r l i e r remarks about the basic character of our study. 
So f a r as p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i s concerned, i t i s intended as a p i l o t a s t u d y . 
This i s t r u e both i n terms of i t s sampling design and of l i m i t a t i o n s on the data 
gathered. I t i s not comparable i n e i t h e r sense to a standard nationwide survey 
I n Japan or the United States. I t s goals are to explore neglected f r o n t i e r s , to 
demonstrate f e a s i b i l i t y , and to e s t a b l i s h g u i d e l i n e s f o r and encourage the 
conduct of more d e f i n i t i v e studies i n the f u t u r e , not to a r r i v e i t s e l f a t de­
f i n i t i v e conclusions. We have a l s o , of course, been i n t e r e s t e d i n r a i s i n g t h e o r e t i c a l 
Issues of broader scope about the r o l e of the f a m i l y and i t s members as agents of 
p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n and i n attempting t o devise ways to o p e r a t i o n a l i z e such 
issues. We are aware t h a t t h i s i n t e r e s t has on occasion l e d us to q u i t e l i b e r a l 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of some of the data. S t i l l the c o n s t r a i n t s i n v o lved go f a r beyond 
those of the normal s p e c u l a t i v e study and the t e c h n i c a l requirements of data 
an a l y s i s have been c a r e f u l l y followed. I n t h i s respect i t has, of course, been 
p o s s i b l e to present only a very small p r o p o r t i o n of the thousands of t a b u l a t i o n s 
i n v o l v e d . The r e s u l t , we hope,„is a study t h a t i s more than s p e c u l a t i v e i n character 
and i n value. 

With these q u a l i f i c a t i o n s i n mind, we would l i k e t o comment on three aspects 
of t h e o v e r a l l f i n d i n g s of t h i s study: 

1) the extent of f a m i l y i n f l u e n c e as an agent of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n 
Japan, 

2) the r o l e of the f a m i l y I n the l a r g e r and o v e r a l l process of p o l i t i c a l ' 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l change i n Japan, and 
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3) problems associated w i t h the study of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n 
comparative and c r o s s - c u l t u r a l terms. 

The study establishes a p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t i n a p a r t i c u l a r area, the generational 
transmission of party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , the Japanese f a m i l y does play an important 
and demonstrable r o l e . This i s contrary to the view t h a t , l a r g e l y on the basis of 
s p e c u l a t i v e commentary, has come to be r a t h e r widely held among both Japanese and 
f o r e i g n scholars. I t i s notable also t h a t the degree of i n f l u e n c e found f o r Japan 
i s s i m i l a r t o , although lower than, t h a t h e l d to p r e v a i l i n the United States. 

This does not mean t h a t the i n f l u e n c e of the f a m i l y i s e i t h e r dominant or 
n e c e s s a r i l y s i g n i f i c a n t where other areas of the p o l i t i c a l . s o c i a l i z a t i o n process 
are concerned. I n f a c t our data i n d i c a t e t h a t , when the focus of i n q u i r y s h i f t s 
from party i d e n t i f i c a t i o n t o issue o r i e n t a t i o n s , f a m i l y i n f l u e n c e — a t l e a s t f o r our 
f i f t e e n through nineteen year bracket—seems to playi only a marginal and n e g l i g i b l e 
r o l e ( i t might prove higher f o r younger age groups). This, too, i s s i m i l a r t o the 
American case. 

I t i s also of i n t e r e s t under t h i s f i r s t r u b r i c to note t h a t when we look more 
I n t e n s i v e l y at the d e t a i l s of p a r e n t a l i n f l u e n c e on t h e i r children's p a r t y i d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n t h a t the r o l e of the mother seems at l e a s t as prominent as t h a t of the 
f a t h e r and p o s s i b l y more so. This, too, resembles the Aermican experience' 
but w i t h the a d d i t i o n of a more pronounced, i f p o s s i b l y temporary, r o l e f o r the 
f a t h e r i n the l a t e r stages of e l e c t o r a l campaigns. 

Turning to the r o l e of the f a m i l y i n the l a r g e r and o v e r a l l process of p o l i t i c a l 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l change i n Japan, we found i t much more d i f f i c u l t to 
uncover evidence of any c l e a r - c u t or large-scale i n f l u e n c e by the f a m i l y . I t was 
p a r t l y i n t h i s connection t h a t we suggested the d e s i r a b i l i t y of d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 
between the impact of macro-forces and micro-forces on i n d i v i d u a l a t t i t u d e s and 
behavior. I n t h i s context the f a m i l y , of course, represents a micro-force. The 
case of Japan i s p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g i n t h i s respect because the volume and 
i n t e n s i t y of major s o c i a l , economic, and p o l i t i c a l changes have been so great 
d u r i n g the l a s t century as a whole and since the Second World War i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the absence of systematic survey data on p u b l i c a t t i t u d e s w i t h 
respect to such changes and the very l i m i t e d temporal dimensions of our own survey 
( the two waves were separated by only a few weeks) make i t impossible to analyze the 
c a u s a l i t y of such changes w i t h any p r e c i s i o n . S t i l l i t i s obvious t h a t , f o r example, 
on the war-peace dimension, the p r i v a t e - p u b l i c w e l f a r e dimension, or the personal 
s a c r i f i c e and s a v i n g s — p e r s o n a l enjoyment dimension Japanese a t t i t u d e s have changed 
markedly since the war. I t i s d i f f i c u l t i n a p o s i t i v e sense to assign any s i g n i f i ­
cant share of the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r such s h i f t s t o micro-forces such as the family. 
I t i s more the macro-forces t h a t seem t o be i n v o l v e d , probably operating over time 
and l a r g e l y through agents of s o c i a l i z a t i o n other than the family at the micro-
l e v e l . S t i l l there i s also another f a c e t t o t h i s p i c t u r e , of large-scale s o c i a l 
change i n postwar Japan, a facet f e a t u r i n g a greater element of c o n t i n u i t y . One 
aspect of t h i s i s enountered i n the realm of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . While i t i s 
t r u e t h a t there have been s i g n i f i c a n t s h i f t s i n popular p a r t i s a n o r i e n t a t i o n s i n 
connection w i t h the r i s e of new p a r t i e s since the war, i t i s also t r u e t h a t there 
have been notable c o n t i n u i t i e s . The b u l k of the Japanese e l e c t o r a t e was "conservative" 
i n t h e i r p a r t i s a n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n before the war and they continue so today, although 
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the spectrum of a v a i l a b l e choice has been very s u b s t a n t i a l l y expanded. 

One i s l e d to juxtapose these f i n d i n g s t h a t i n r e c e n t Japanese p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r y i s s u e - o r i e n t e d a t t i t u d e s have tended to be r e l a t i v e l y u n s t a b l e and p a r t i s a n -
o r i e n t e d a t t i t u d e s r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e w i t h the c o n c l u s i o n emerging from our data 
t h a t the extent of g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s m i s s i o n i s s m a l l where i s s u e - o r i e n t e d a t t i t u d e s 
are concerned but r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e where p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s concerned. This 
suggests that the extent to which g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s m i s s i o n takes p l a c e i n p o l i t i c a l 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n may be r e l a t e d to the degree of s t a b i l i t y manifested by the a t t i t u d e or 
v a l u e i n question. I f so, t h i s i s , of course, another way of s a y i n g that a micro-
f o r c e such as the family has w i t h r e s p e c t to t h i s r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e phenomenon of 
p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n played a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the longer-term process of p o l i ­
t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l change i n Japan. The point obviously r e q u i r e s 
much f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n however. 

F i n a l l y , a somewhat puzzled and indeterminate word about therproblems of 
s t u d y i n g p o l i t i c a l " s o c i a l i z a t i o n or other p o l i t i c a l phenomena i n comparative and 
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l terms when the mode of study employed i s the survey method. This 
was our approach and we l i k e to think that the comparative content t h a t was so 
o b v i o u s l y i n v o l v e d i n our sampling design, q u e s t i o n n a i r e d r a f t i n g , and t h e o r e t i c a l 
s u p p o s i t i o n s has enriched the r e s u l t s and made them l e s s remote approximations to 
the l e v e l of c u l t u r e - f r e e g e n e r a l i z a t i o n about important p o l i t i c a l phonomena. But 
i t i s p r e c i s e l y the problems suggested by the i n t i m i d a t i n g compound a d j e c t i v e 
" c u l t u r e - f r e e " t h a t continue to t r o u b l e us. Permit us to c i t e j u s t two examples 
t h a t , w h i l e c e r t a i n l y not n o v e l , are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h i s s o r t of endeavor, 
e s p e c i a l l y where the terms of comparison i n v o l v e c u l t u r e s as h i s t o r i c a l l y d i s ­
p a r a t e as those of Japan and the United S t a t e s . Both are aspects of the problem 
of e q u i v a l e n c e , one at the conceptual, the other more at the t e c h n i c a l semantic 
or l i n g u i s t i c l e v e l . 

Take the concept of p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n as the f i r s t example. There 
are obvious d i f f e r e n c e s between the Japanese and the American party systems. The 
U n i t e d S t a t e s has only two major n a t i o n a l p a r t i e s and these have been s t a b l e for 
many y e a r s . Japan now has f i v e and has h i s t o r i c a l l y experienced a good deal of 
i n s t a b i l i t y on her party scene. P a r t y a l l e g i a n c e i n Japan i s a l s o l e s s s t a b l e and 
perhaps l e s s s a l i e n t than i n the United S t a t e s , although Japanese party o r i e n t a t i o n s 
are somewhat more s t r o n g l y c o r r e l a t e d with a c t u a l p a r t i s a n vote choices than in 
the American case. These are d i f f e r e n c e s between the two systems. We can also 
f i n d a good d e a l of common ground. Which i s more s i g n i f i c a n t where the concept 
of " p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n " i s concerned? I s t h e r e a high enough degree of s i m i l a r i t y 
to the concept a c r o s s the two c u l t u r e s to l e g i t i m a t e comparisons of the type we 
have been attempting or are the d i f f e r e n c e s more c o n t r o l l i n g . I f the l a t t e r , are 
t h e r e ways of a d j u s t i n g f o r such d i f f e r e n c e s ? We r e a l l y do not yet know, and i n 
t h i s sense something of an a c t of f a i t h or at l e a s t an i m p l i c i t request f o r a 
suspension of judgment i s r e q u i r e d i n many such experiments. The problems may be 
l e s s troublesome where more c l o s e l y r e l a t e d c u l t u r e s are i n v o l v e d . 

Then t h e r e a r e a range of problems r e l a t i n g to the t r a n s l a t i o n of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s 
from E n g l i s h to Japanese and of the r e s u l t s back i n t o E n g l i s h again. What degrees 
of freedom should' ^ e involved? Does one s t r i v e f o r l i t e r a l accuracy i n t r a n s ­
l a t i o n or f o r c u l t u r a l equivalence and, i f the l a t t e r , how can you t e l l when you 
r e a l l y have i t ? I t i s r e a l l y remarkable how v a r i a n t the judgments of s o - c a l l e d 
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e x p e r t s and b i l i n g u a l s can be i n t h e s e r e s p e c t s , e s p e c i a l l y when d e a l i n g w i t h 
a l anguage as remote f r o m E n g l i s h and as i n t r i n s i c a l l y vague by Western s t a n d a r d s 
as o r d i n a r y spoken Japanese. 

U n h a p p i l y , we have no answers f o r these q u e s t i o n s . Our i n s t i n c t and our 
endeavor has been t o seek c u l t u r a l e q u i v a l e n c e . We a r e n o t r e a l l y c e r t a i n t h a t i n 
a l l cases we o b t a i n e d i t , however, and, when d e a l i n g w i t h a t e c h n o l o g y such as 
s u r v e y r e s e a r c h , one l i k e s t o be as c e r t a i n as p o s s i b l e o f t h e r i g o r a r i d ~ i e l i a b i l i t y 
o f a l l h i s i n s t r u m e n t s . C r o s s - c u l t u r a l r e s e a r c h o f t h i s s o r t s i m p l y seems i n h e r e n t l y 
t o i n v o l v e — u n d e r p r e s e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s a t l e a s t — a somewhat g r e a t e r degree o f 
u n c e r t a i n t y on scores o f t h i s s o r t t h a n does m o n o - c u l t u r a l r e s e a r c h . One Imagines 
t h a t such degrees o f u n c e r t a i n t y may m u l t i p l y as do t h e numbers o f c u l t u r a l elements 
i n v o l v e d . Such i s s u e s , o f c o u r s e , a f f e c t u l t i m a t e l y , a l m o s t a l l aspects o f a c r o s s -
c u l t u r a l r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t . The answers one g i v e s t o them c o n d i t i o n t h e d e s i g n and 
w o r d i n g o f t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e , t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e responses e l i c i t e d , and t h e 
d a t a a n a l y s i s process i t s e l f . C o nsequently, t h e y m e r i t v e r y s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

We seek t o h i g h l i g h t these i s s u e s because o f our i m p r e s s i o n t h a t i n s u f f i c i e n t 
a t t e n t i o n has been p a i d them so f a r i n t h e d e s i g n and conduct o f c r o s s - c u l t u r a l 
s u r v e y r e s e a r c h , and a l s o because t h e y caused us a good d e a l o f ' c o n c e r n i n de­
s i g n i n g and a d m i n i s t e r i n g our own s u r v e y . We would n o t l i k e t o l e a v e t h e i m p r e s s i o n , 
however, t h a t we c o n s i d e r them so s e r i o u s t h a t they need i n v a l i d a t e a t t e m p t s t o 
a p p l y t h e s u r v e y method on a c r o s s - c u l t u r a l b a s i s . Such a t t e m p t s seem t o us b o t h 
e s s e n t i a l and p r o m i s i n g a t t h i s l e v e l f o r p r e t t y much t h e same reasons advanced 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f s u r v e y methodology on t h e t h e domestic scene. 
Where a p p l i c a b l e , i t l e n d s i t s e l f t o g r e a t e r r i g o r , g r e a t e r c o n t r o l , g r e a t e r 
p r e c i s i o n , and g r e a t e r c e r t a i n t y t h a n do more q u a l i t a t i v e approaches. I t i s , 
f u r t h e r m o r e , e s s e n t i a l t o t h e advancement o f o u r c a p a c i t i e s t o make r e a l l y 
g e n e r a l i z e d s t a t e m e n t s about p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s and b e h a v i o r . I t i s w i s e t o 
be aware, however, o f t h e added p i t f a l l s i n v o l v e d and t o g i v e t h e s e t h e most 
s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n . 
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f o r w h i c h t h e c h i l d was s p e c i f y i n g h i s f i r s t p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and t h e 
problems o f p a r e n t a l r e c a l l a s s o c i a t e d t h e r e w i t h , we used t h e c u r r e n t s t a t u s 
o f p a r e n t a l p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s r a t h e r t h a n some e a r l i e r s t a t u s i n r u n n i n g 
t h e s e c o r r e l a t i o n s . Our d a t a i n d i c a t e l i t t l e change over t i m e i n t h e p a s t 
and p r e s e n t s t a t u s o f p a r e n t ' s p a r t y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . 
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because o f t h e pr o b l e m : o f d i s t o r t i o n i n r e c a l l . A l s o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
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F a t h e r . 6 4 a .81 
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o u r f i g u r e s f o r LDP i d e n t i f i c a t i o n a r e s u b s t a n t i a l l y h i g h e r than h i s . 
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o f f i c i a l d e c i s i o n on l e g i t i m a t e c l a i m s (.41), t h e power o f B i g Business (.47), 
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1967, 

F i r s t Wave Second Wave 
Low C h i l d ' s : H i g h Low H i g h 
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30. The q u e s t i o n used t o measure t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p i s as f o l l o w s : 

I n d e a l i n g w i t h such problems as e d u c a t i o n , o c c u p a t i o n , and m a r r i a g e , how 
do you make a d e c i s i o n ? Which o f t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t s comes c l o s e s t t o 
y o u r o p i n i o n ? 

a) Decide on t h e b a s i s o f my own i n t e r e s t s ; 
b) Decide more o r l e s s on t h e b a s i s o f my own i n t e r e s t s ; 
c) Decide more o r l e s s on t h e b a s i s o f my f a m i l y ' s i n t e r e s t s ; 
d) Decide on the b a s i s o f my f a m i l y ' s i n t e r e s t s ; and 
e) No opinion/D.K. 
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f a m i l y - i n d i v i d u a l 
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